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YSTERIOUS-~ D. A·P.PE~ARA 
TRIANGLE:, 0 .. ~,T .. E ;] ... <c . . ~I 

A FEW weeks ago, the -bodi~s · :P:{,_ .. ~~~::~--- -_ . - . . .; ::~,:-~:- ~. ,· . .. s:~ 
the four crew members of ._., ~jni~ 

fishing boat from an -I~ ~ eof!~ . J':~~ 
retrieved from the water and ~~J'Iht baek to 

?;',~ yasd ·uc~ the.\vo.~ n. 
,~i'- ~. ·when sbe ;· left w ' 

land. · 
Their boat, the Carmela Madre, has never been·· 

found. -. : -. .'; . ·: -
J~t before it disappeared the crew complained to · 

.anothec -boat. over the radio of seeing a gr~: blinding 

• Maa to sobblnc wile 
-" For cooclness sake. 
it's only a eommereial. He 
comes baek · to ber when 
sbe cleiJlS ·her t~th!"-
C. ~--~ B{,bto~ ... 

light. 
The tragedy which 

befell the Cannela Madre 
was just the latest in a 
long line of strange dis­
appearances of ships and 
aeroplanes, both large and 
small, in the sun-kissed 
area · between Sardinia, 
Sicily and the western 
coast of Italy. 

Its shape corresponds 

roughly to that of a 
triangle, which is why the 
area is now being called 
.the Triangle of the 

· Damned by frightened 
local folk. 

Fateful 
The firs t major incident 

involv ing the fateful tri a ngle 
occurred in June 1980. 

A DC9 plane left Bologna, 

• 

1n tho-north of Italy, for an 
'nternal flight to Palermo, 
';he capiW of Sicily. 
· The aircraft took off at 
~ p.m. for a routine flight 
icheduled to take 1 hour 45 
ilinutes . 

There were 81 people on 
)oard. four of these were 
:cew members, 77 passen· 
,ers , among them 13 
·!h ildren. 

Thirty-seven ~l,l~es after 

. : ··:· ... ,. . 

: - :DloOrings. · 

taking off, the plane's pilot 
radioed Ciampino Airport in 
Rome, givin: his position as 
being in the region of Ponza 
Island, some seventy miles 
west of Naples. 

He asked for permission 
to fly at a lower altitude. 
But when this was granted 
he did not reply. 

Radio contact was thea 
lost. The eootrel tower 
nevec beard from the 
pilot acaln. 

The DC9 was reported 
missing and a massive 
search operation i~volving 
·warships and military planes. 
and · h e'l ~opt er s was 
launchect. · 

Wreckige Qf the plane 
was found scattered in the 
Tyrrhenian Sea sixty miles 
north of the holiday island ot 
Ustica. 

Later, the bodies of more 
than· fortY' of lbe people on 
board the -doomed aircraft 
were retrieved. frOm tb~ 
water. :. -

There were no survivors.' 
An unusual aspect -,-wu ' 

that many bodjes were found · 
..twe!lty miles t r o m the . 
~ecka&e of the 

· · The crew were in .le$ 
spirits dwin& a · radio ~,W 
to another ship as dlef. ; 
sailed south throu~:h the · 
Tyrrhenian Sea until one ot 
them cried suddenly - .. I · 
can't say any more. Thece·a ' 
a huge light." 

Then the radlo wettt 
cbDlincJy dead and tt.e 
Car me la Madre wu sileet · 
toe ever. . 

Speculatioll is rife aJ,oof 
what it can be about t1t& 
triangle that is causin& &n 
the disasters. 

Theories 
Some say it might ~ 

bursts of freak weather GC a 
great m~gneti~ .force ia ~ 
Eanh pu.Wng craft . do1nl-
wards. · 

Others. more fancifuliJ 
suggest that UFO, . v 
monsters mig~ be involTett 

-some expenenced m.aritlen 
have reported seeing struc& 
shapes they· can't p~ 
make out io the shimmerfa.l 
water. 

But most of the theori~ 
are based on the fact tJ\~t 
the disasters don't seem te 
have any pattern. SOO\e­
t imes the m1ssing crart ar~ . 
found intact without a crew. 
Other t imes boats simpt~ · . 

· disappear and the bodies of · 
men who sailed them ar~ 
recovered from the water. · 
·:··~ ~ would appear that th& ~-- . . 
~ Madre will not -~ / ._ .:~,· _ 
the lut , l~Pat,. tQ s~.~~ . . _..~--"'1:~~ 
whatner · ~ withio · _CM~::~.-!~ __ .)ji~kL-~=:=~~*==~=---~~- ef.·l¥ B'MS' ear it~ 

focwarcl ·the thcloqlf.itJik;~ ,4 ........... ~ ........... ..-..... ~ .... ~ 
DC9 uploded -iD 
the ~ ol the pu~i~Djpn 
were • throWn far and 

There were ~ of blood 
and bruises oii the · bodies 
found, which supports this 
idea. 

Fine spirits 
A sudden explosion would 

also explain why the pilot 
and his co-pilot did DOt send 
ouf"a· Mayday -message. lt 
seems they 4i4n•t -'~pect 
anything· was . wrong until it 
w~ too late. . 

But just why did the DC~ 
suddeftly blow up? That 
question has remained un­
answ~red. 

Since that incident scores 
of boats have beeri lost in 
the triangle . The tragedies 
culminated early in October 
this year with the disappear­
ance or the Carmela Madre. 

She was a sturdy motor 

e When polishinc. a useful 
tip is to ·spray your polish 
lightly aJona the plastic cur­
tain ran. The curtains then 
elide smoothly and easily 
alone, as sometimes with 
smoke and condeAsation, the 
uil bei:omes sticky. - Mrs 
B. B., Nottingham. 

e When knittinc a button­
hole band for a cardigan 
cut a piece of urdboard the 
length you need between 
buttonholes. This is Dluch 
easier than aettlng the tape­
meaaure out eac:h tlme.­
J. G., . Ipswich; 

"I'd no idea- tbey•fc. "' 
_lowered t h e hetgat ~ -

rimitr' 

e Keep your sbower curtaJA 
secure wbile t.aJdnc • 
shower by at~ riallltec 
suckers at the botto.a ot 
your eurtaila on the owt.Ji4a . 
at regular intervaiJ. Tlley 
will stic:k to the inJi4e ol 
the bath · or shower Mile 
with ease aad you caa .. " · 
a sbower without ceU'-c c:he. 
carpet wet.-D. G. M., Wu .. 
ley, West Midlands. , 

e Pastry-JUkilll lllwa~ 
Dlak~ hmdlltlcky .... ~ 
you are Mklac. belt '" 
pLastic: bap .. IIM4r • eaiO l 

~ . telepiiGU' ... ~ 
riDiL n-.,..-.. .,... 

· • l'rY usial u oW pepper haMs latA - .,._ · Up -4 . 
QC ·salt pot ·to spriDide- buu .. avoW-. CO+W-. 6e t.&ae t•, 
ADd caka. witla .Jc:iD1 ~ .. -.-. ~ atiekJ,~ -~ Mr• E.. a. 
-:J. J .. Hull. Yocks. · . - . ·Essex. . , . • . · . 


